
Message from Mayor Victor Contreras 

June 24, 2020 at 6:30pm Special Meeting 

Town Hall ETJ Subdivision 

 
With so many rumors going around I think it is time for me to let you know what the city 

is facing. When a business or developer wants to build in the city or ETJ their first stop is to 

inform the Mayor’s office or city hall. There is an Engineering firm and a Developer that wants 

to bring a subdivision into the ETJ of Marion. I understand that most people are against high 

density growth the same as I am but as Mayor whether I like it or not it is my responsibility to 

report it to the City Council. I take the information to them so it can be discussed as the 

governing body. I will give them the pros and cons and give them the best information for them 

to come to an educated conclusion on what is best for the city and community. It is a total team 

effort when decisions are made by the council. 

  I asked the developer and the firms to come to the June council meeting to speak to the 

council members and public about their plans.  Our council members asked all the pertinent 

questions about the Development. As this is in the ETJ, they have to follow the City of Marion’s 

Subdivision ordinances but the county will be involved as well to make sure that they obey their 

policies and rules that govern subdivisions on the flood plain and roadways among others.  

We were advised by the firm that it was going to be about two years before they would be 

able to break ground and another 8 to 10 years to build it out.   We do not have a concept plan 

from them yet.  This is all still very preliminary.   

This is why we are calling for the Town Hall meeting to bring this in the open, to make 

sure everyone’s voices are heard. My original thought process was to setup it up on Zoom to 

keep the citizens of Marion safe and hear everyone’s voices one at a time but I have heard the 

citizens do not want this so I tried to find a suitable venue to have the meeting. I checked with 

the school district and they had already cleaned and waxed their floors, and we can’t venture out 

of town because it will be a duly called Special Meeting of the city council.  So in discussions 

with other Mayors and city staff, I have decided that we will have it in the parking lot of the 

current city hall. The City Council, myself and some city staff will be in attendance, we will 

invite Chris Dice from Cude Engineering and Jason Osuna from Grafted Investments and all the 

citizens of the City of Marion and ETJ. 

 I would ask that when attending, you practice Safe Distancing, bring a mask, lawn chairs 

and stay hydrated with water. I am sure you will have a chance to have all your questions and 

concerns answered. We will be setting up a sound system with microphones for you to ask your 

questions.  

Details: The June 24, 2020 at 6:30pm a Special Council Town Hall Meeting will be 

posted on our website as soon as they are finalized. 

 

Thank you, 

Mayor Victor Contreras  

 


